AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Claims 1-20 (canceled) 

2 1 . (currently amended) A device for the modification of a lay e r of targ e t mat e rial skin, 
comprising: 

an -a energy source that provides energy ; 

an intermediate substance contacting the skin; and containing an absorbing mat e rial 

having high absorption of at l e ast one fr e quency band e merging from s aid sourc e 
of electromagnetic radiation positioned b e tween th e targ e t mat e rial and th e sourc e 
of electromagnetic radiation, th e intermediat e substanc e b e ing in contact with th e 
target material 

an absorbing material embedded in the intermediate substance; whereby wh e n th e 

intennediate s ubstanc e is irradiat e d by said e lectromagn e tic sourc e , th e e n e rgy is 
converted to thermal e nergy suffici e nt to bring about modification in th e targ e t 
mat e rial and th e intermediat e substanc e r e tains th e absorbing mat e rial and 
substantially prev e nts th e absorbing mat e rial from p e n e trating into the targ e t 
mat e rial the absorbing material absorbs the energy, and transfers at least a portion 
of the absorbed energy to the targ e t mat e rial skin without ablating the skin. 

22. (previously presented) The device of claim 2 1 wherein the intermediate substance is a 
suspension containing high absorbing particles. 

23. (previously presented) The device of claim 21 wherein the intermediate substance is a thin 
film containing high absorbing particles. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (previously presented) The device of claim 21 wherein the intermediate substance is a paper 
containing a highly absorbing substance. 

26. (canceled) 

27. (canceled) 
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28. (previously presented) The device of claim 2 1 wherein the intermediate substance is made of 
agar containing highly absorbing particles. 

29. (previously presented) The device of claim 21 wherein the intermediate substance is a solid 
mixture containing highly absorbing particles. 

30. (canceled) 

3 1 . (previously presented) The device of claim 2 1 wherein the intermediate substance contains a 
liquid mixture containing highly absorbing particles. 

32. (canceled) 

33. (previously presented) The device of claim 21 wherein the intermediate substance is a 
thermal insulator containing highly absorbing particles. 

34. (previously presented) The device of claim 2 1 wherein the intermediate substance is a layer 
of thermal conductor containing highly absorbing particles. 

35. (previously presented) The device of claim 21 wherein the intermediate substance is a 
metallic layer containing highly absorbing particles. 

36. (canceled) 

37. (cun*ently amended) The device of claim 21 wherein the intermediate substance contains 
high absoiption particles as the absorbing material and the high absorption particles ar e appli e d 
on th e on a side facing the energy source and not to the sid e which fac e or is in contact with th e 
targ e t mat e rial, the int e nnediat e substance transf e n-ing at l e ast som e of th e incid e nt 
e l e ctromagn e tic energy to th e target material 

38. (currently amended) A method for modification of a lay e r of targ e t mat e rial skin comprising 
the steps of: 

generating a directional burst of el e ctromagn e tic an energy source that provides energy ; 
applying an intermediate substance on the targ e t mat e rial skin, 
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wherein the intermediate substance contains an absorbing material that has high 
absoiption of at least one frequ e ncy band in th e burst of e lectromagnetic e n e rgy , 
directing the e lectromagn e tic absorbing the energy from the energy source; and 
transfeiTing at least portion of the absorbed energy to the skin without ablating the skin 
bur s t towards th e intermediat e substance th e reby conv e rting th e el e ctromagnetic 
e nergy to thermal e nergy in th e int e nn e diat e s ubstanc e and allowing transf e r of 
th e th e rmal en e rgy from th e int e rmediat e substanc e to th e targ e t mat e rial without 
driving th e absorbing mat e rial into th e targ e t mat e rial , 

39. (previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the intermediate substance is a thin 
insulating material mixed with grains of material capable of absorbing at least one frequency 
band of the electromagnetic energy. 

40. (previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the intermediate substance is a 
conducting material with an absorbing substance applied to the side facing the burst of 
electromagnetic energy. 

41 . (previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the intermediate substance is mixed 
with grains of conducting material to form a film that is thermally conducting and optically 
absorbing. 

42. (previously presented) The method of claim 38 wherein the intermediate substance is mixed 
with grains of conducting material to form a film having a predetermined pattern of thermal 
conductivity and optically absorbing. 

43. (currently amended) The method of claim 38 wherein the intermediate substance retains the 
absorbing material and prevents the absorbing material from penetrating into the skin targ e t 
material . 

44. (canceled) 

45. (currently amended) The device of claim 21 further comprising a heat removing mechanism 
device to remove heat from skin target mat e rial . 
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